
 

 Centennial High School—Summer Reading—2013-2014 Ninth Grade Honors  
Welcome to honors literature/composition at Centennial! Both your middle and high school instructors 
have worked hard to ensure that you get the most out of your high school English classes. Next year, you 
will build upon what you’ve done in middle school. You will have the opportunity to read, write, discuss, 
and evaluate as you explore the beauty and complexity of the English language.  
 
As part of your preparation for an honors class, you are required to read two books and prepare for in-
depth class discussions and a test within the first month of school. All incoming freshmen in an honors 
class will read The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. The other book from which you will read portions is 
Mythology by Edith Hamilton. As you are reading this summer, be aware of the assessments and 
assignments that will count toward your first semester grade in literature/composition.  
ASSESSMENTS:  
CHS reading log for The Lightning Thief (completed during the summer)  
Test over The Lightning Thief (given in August or September)  
Project/presentation on Mythology (assigned in August or September)  
 
Access all forms and information at www.school.fultonschools.org/hs/centennial 
 
ASSIGNMENTS/ASSESSMENTS:  
1. The Lightning Thief, Rick Riordan  
• After reading The Lightning Thief, you will complete a reading log. You will get this reading log from 
your current language arts teacher or you can download it on the Centennial English website 
(http://www.chshub.com/english/).  
• You should also prepare for a test on The Lightning Thief during the first or second week of school. A 
good way to prepare for this is to take notes as you read.  
 
2. Mythology, Edith Hamilton  
• You will read sections One, Three, and Four ONLY in this book.  
• At the beginning of the first semester, you will choose one project/presentation and create it using 
information from Mythology; your teacher will discuss this with you during the first week of class. The 
descriptions on the next page are examples of projects you MIGHT complete.  
• You should be prepared for additional assignments related to Hamilton’s Mythology during the first 
month of school, so take notes as you read.  
  

The GWRJ (reading log) for The Lightning Thief will be DUE on the first day of school.  



POSSIBLE PROJECT/PRESENTATION CHOICES (assignment that accompanies Hamilton’s Mythology) 
*Your teacher will discuss your project options during the first week of school. * 

 
Artistic Project  
The product must be an “art” object such as a shadow box, board game, movie poster, model of the 
setting/s, scrapbook of one of the characters, a sculpture, a painting, a sketch, etc. You should be as 
imaginative and creative as possible in order for the product to be unique and show evidence of original 
thinking. The focus should be on one myth or character from mythology. A one page, typed, double 
spaced explanation MUST accompany your “art” object and should explain how it relates to the myth or 
the character.  
 
Dramatic Project  
This product will involve a performance, and you may choose from three forms. In your performance, 
you must demonstrate knowledge of the selection by including plot events, key characters, thematic 
references, etc. A typed script MUST accompany your performance. Choose from one of the forms 
below:  
Deliver an original monologue as a god, goddess, hero, or heroine from mythology. This MUST be 
performed live and should include some appropriate costuming and props.  
Be a newscaster anchoring the six o’clock news and use events and characters from mythology as 
elements in the featured news stories. This MUST be performed live and should include appropriate 
costuming and props.  
Create a talk show in which you, the host/hostess, interview gods, goddesses, heroes, and heroines 
from mythology. This MUST be videotaped or on a DVD and should include appropriate costuming and 
props.  
 
Written Project  
This product involves creative writing and should NOT be approached like a traditional book report. 
Choose from the options below:  
Write an alternate ending for one of the myths (one page, double spaced, typed).  
Write a series of letters between characters (gods, goddesses, heroes, and heroines). A minimum of 
four letters must be written.  
Write a blog as one of the characters from mythology. This must include a minimum of 15 dated blog 
entries.  
Create a journal/diary as one of the characters from mythology. This must include a minimum of 10 
to 15 dated entries.  
In addition, include an illustration(s) with your original creative writing project. This may be an original 
drawing(s), clip art, computer generated illustration, pictures cut from magazines, a collage, etc.  


