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The House on Mango 
Street (Modern Classic) 

Cannery Row (Classic) The Lone Ranger and 
Tonto Fistfight in 
Heaven 
(Recently Published) 

The Firefly Letters  
 
 
(Recently Published) 

Sandra Cisneros John Steinbeck Sherman Alexie Margarita Engle 

870 L 930 L 830 L 1230 L 

Copies available for 
checkout from HBMS 
Our parents always told 
us that one day we 
would move into a 
house, a real house that 
would be ours for 
always so we wouldn’t 
have to move each 
year. And our house 
would have running 
water and pipes that 
worked. And inside it 
would have real stairs, 
not hallway stairs, but 
stairs inside like the 
houses on T.V.  

$10.20/$9.99 Kindle 
Available at Atl-Fulton 
Public Library 
 “It’s all fine to say, 
“Time will heal 
everything, this to shall 
pass away. People will 
forget”—and things like 
that when you are not 
involved, but when you 
are there is no passage 
of time, people do not 
forget and you are in 
the middle of 
something that does 
not change.”  
 

$8.16 
Available at Atl-Fulton 
Public Library 
“Your past is a skeleton 
walking one step 
behind you, and your 
future is a skeleton 
walking one step in 
front of you. Maybe you 
don't wear a watch, but 
your skeletons do, and 
they always know what 
time it is.” 

$14.75/$9.99 Kindle 
Available at Atl-Fulton 
Public Library 

Elena looks so 
astounded 

sitting in her classroom, 
surrounded by giggling 

girls 
in silk dresses with lace 

ruffles, 
while Fredrika scolds 

and I translate, 
all the time thinking 

that one hour of school 
is more than any slave 

girl´ 
can hope to receive 

in a lifetime. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&biw=1192&bih=541&tbm=isch&tbnid=kivgshUGU-o1dM:&imgrefurl=http://onmaturerecollection.wordpress.com/2012/03/14/the-house-on-mango-street/&docid=H3JMfn5ztauZ1M&imgurl=http://onmaturerecollection.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/mango1.jpg&w=1557&h=2400&ei=krIAUYDMM5K89gTD_YEI&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=6&sig=118159567803466126826&page=1&tbnh=148&tbnw=96&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0,i:128&tx=40&ty=30


January 24, 2013 

Dear Parents,  

We are about to start literature circles!  We have quite a number of resources in the novel closet at 

Holcomb Bridge, but many of our selections are in line with the old reading level expectations.  With the 

advent of Common Core Standards this year, each 8th grader is expected to read at an 1185 Lexile by the 

end of the year.  This means, we should be reading more complex material in class, but we don’t always 

have a range of complex materials available.   

I want your children to feel prepared for high school, and I’d like to give them a choice in what they 

read.  So, I’ve developed a literature circle “book club” unit.  Each of the selections on the voting card 

has similar themes and formats, but they are written at different levels and have styles that I think 

would appeal to students with a range of interests.  We will be able to use the books to have small-

group discussions and large-group discussions, and hopefully, each of your children will be able to 

connect with his or her choice. 

Please be aware that The House on Mango Street is on the Fulton County approved list, but the others 

are not.  A few include some sensitive issues that might be offensive to some readers.  Please review 

your child’s selection, and sign below if you give your permission for your child to participate.  I would 

love to hear your feedback about adding these books to our approved list!  

Please contact me with any questions or concerns at chaffina@fultonschools.org. 

 

Best, 

 

 

Aubrey Chaffin 

8th Grade Language Arts and Advanced-TAG Language Arts 
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Literature Circles Calendar 

Where do I come from, and where am I going? 

Monday: Jan. 28 Tuesday: Jan. 29 Wednesday: Jan. 30 Thursday: Jan. 31 Friday: Feb. 1 

Class Lit Circle 
Meeting:  Discussion 

Packet One 
Discussion 
Captain: 

Class Lit Circle 
Meeting:  Discussion 

Packet Two 
Discussion 

Captain: 

Class Lit Circle 
Meeting: Discussion 

Packet Three 
Discussion 

Captain: 

Whole-Class 
Discussion/Socratic 

Seminar 
Intro to Response to 

Literature 

Notecard Carousel 
 

Monday: Feb. 4 Tuesday: Feb. 5 Wednesday: Feb. 6 Thursday: Feb. 7 Friday: Feb. 8 

Reading Day: 
Noticing “Level Two” 

Elements 

Intro to Response to 
Literature 

Lit Circles Meeting 
Day (fill out 
Discussion 

Accountability) 

Deep-Thinking 
Discussion Activity 

Lit Circles Meeting 
Day (fill out 
Discussion 

Acountability) 

Monday: Feb. 11 Tuesday: Feb. 12 Wednesday: Feb. 13 Thursday: Feb. 14 Friday: Feb.15 

LAB RTL Work 
Day/Shelfari Update 

RTLs DUE Video 
Project 

Video Project, Day 
Two 

CENTENNIAL 
FIELD TRIP 

HOLIDAY 

Frequently.Asked.Questions.  

1.  Besides reading the book, what will I have to do? 

a. Complete a discussion accountability sheet and bring it completed to each discussion day.  

Be ready for a pop reading quiz each day.  Though knowing the tiny details of novels is not 

standards-based, I want to help you stay focused and keep your reading assignments a 

priority. 

b. Participate in the class-wide Socratic Seminars based on themes found in all selections. 

c. Complete Discussion Packets as you read. 

d. Complete a literary response researched essay following guidelines below. 

e. Plan and present a Film versus Print group presentation project following guidelines below. 

2.  What if I’m absent? 

a. This is tricky.  Because of the collaborative nature of this unit, it will be difficult to make up 

some assignments if you are absent.  Therefore, if you are absent and miss a discussion day, 

you will have to submit your regular assignments (Discussion Day Accountability Sheet, 

Discussion Packets, Quiz—if given) along with a 250-word literary response following the 

guidelines below.  If this essay is unsubmitted, you will receive a “0” for the discussion. 

3.  Books are treats, but what skills are we actually learning here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Unit Resources: Items I’ll need for the next few weeks 

 

Discussion Accountability Sheet for pages __________ to __________ in 

__________________ by _____________________ 

One-sentence summary of this section: ___________________________________________________ 

Words or figurative language I noticed: ___________________________________________________ 

Why I think the author included this section: _______________________________________________ 

LITERARY ELEMENTS/DEVICES 

Symbolism  /  Theme /   Setting /  Conflict  / Point-of-View/ Irony/ Dynamic Characterization 

Text evidence (copied from novel): Page:______ 

 

 

What this text evidence leads me to infer about the literary element/device: 
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