
Language Arts Warm Ups 
October 16, 2012 

 (sentence from Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor) 
 

Monday:  Parts of Speech!  Identify parts of speech including noun (type), pronoun (type, 
case, person), verb (type and tense), adverb, adjective, article, preposition, conjunction (type), 
interjection, infinitive, gerund, participle. 
 
when the dawn came peeping yellow-gray and sooted over the horizon the fire was out 

and the thunderstorm had shifted eastward after an hour of heavy rain 

Tuesday:  Phrases! Identify sentence parts including simple and complete subject, simple and 
complete predicate (transitive or intransitive verb), direct object, indirect object, predicate nominative, 
predicate adjective, appositive or appositive phrase, prepositional phrase (adjective or adverb), object of 
preposition, noun of direct address, infinitive phrase, object of infinitive, participial phrase, gerund phrase, 
object of gerund. 
 
when the dawn came peeping yellow-gray and sooted over the horizon the fire was out 

and the thunderstorm had shifted eastward after an hour of heavy rain 

Wednesday:  Clause Day!  Identify clauses (independent, adverb dependent, adjective 
dependent, noun dependent), sentence type (simple, compound, complex, compound-
complex), and purpose (declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative). 
 
when the dawn came peeping yellow-gray and sooted over the horizon the fire was out 

and the thunderstorm had shifted eastward after an hour of heavy rain 

 
Thursday:  Editing!  Add correct punctuation and capitalization. 
 
when the dawn came peeping yellow-gray and sooted over the horizon the fire was out 

and the thunderstorm had shifted eastward after an hour of heavy rain 

 
Friday:  BONUS--Diagram Day!  Diagram the sentence. 
 
 
when the dawn came peeping yellow-gray and sooted over the horizon the fire was out 

and the thunderstorm had shifted eastward after an hour of heavy rain 



Language Arts Warm Ups 
October 15-October 19    

The Flipside 
Monday:  Rhyme Scheme—Label the rhyme scheme of the following poem. 
Alligator Poem 
 
by Mary Oliver 
I knelt down 
at the edge of the water, 
and if the white birds standing 
in the tops of the trees whistled any warning 
I didn't understand, 
I drank up to the very moment it came 
crashing toward me, 
its tail flailing 
like a bundle of swords, 
slashing the grass, 
and the inside of its cradle-shaped mouth 
gaping, 
and rimmed with teeth— 
and that's how I almost died 
of foolishness 
in beautiful Florida. 
But I didn't. 
I leaped aside, and fell, 
and it streamed past me, crushing everything in its path 
as it swept down to the water 
and threw itself in, 
and, in the end, 
this isn't a poem about foolishness 
but about how I rose from the ground 
and saw the world as if for the second time, 
the way it really is. 
The water, that circle of shattered glass, 
healed itself with a slow whisper 
and lay back 
with the back-lit light of polished steel, 
and the birds, in the endless waterfalls of the trees, 
shook open the snowy pleats of their wings, and drifted away 
while, for a keepsake, and to steady myself, 
I reached out, 
I picked the wild flowers from the grass around me— 
blue stars 
and blood-red trumpets 
on long green stems— 
for hours in my trembling hands they glittered 
like fire. 
 

1. The speaker says,"and, in the end, this 
isn't a poem about foolishness. but about 
how I rose from the ground " 
Why did the author use this line in the 
poem? 
A. To show how the speaker felt about the 
alligator attack 
B. To emphasize the speaker's confusion 
C. To focus the reader on the first part of the 
poem 
D. To show the speaker was embarrassed 

2. What type of figurative 
language is used in the 
underlined words? 
The water, that circle of shattered 
glass, healed itself with a slow 
whisper. 
A. simile 
B. onomatopoeia 
C. metaphor 
D. alliteration 

4. In the end, how did 
the speaker in the poem 
feel about the alligator 
attack? 
A. anxiety 
B. curiosity 
C. confusion 
D. redemption 



Wednesday:  Metaphor Creation—Use or own idea, or use the idea below. 
Imagine your parents do not agree with your choice of a new lady/man friend.  Try to 
make them understand by using a metaphor. 
 
My new lady is __________________________________. 
The boy I’m spending time with is ____________________________________. 
 
 
Remember, figurative language uses something familiar to help someone understand the 
mysterious! 
Famous simile by William Shakespeare:  Juliet is the sun. 
 
 
 
Friday:  Alliteration Creation—Use or own idea, or use the idea below. 
Imagine you’re a CEO of a company, and you’re tying to come up with a catchy title for 
a presentation.  So far, you have a few ideas:  Healthy Eating is Good For You, Eat 
Smart, and Yum, Yum, Yum.  Use alliteration to improve your ideas. 
 


