
So, You Want to Research? 

Casual Research 
For General Arguments, Speeches, Personal 

Questions, Expository Projects, Videos, or Letters to 

Grandma 

Intense Research 
For Science Fair, Literature Reviews, and Designing 

Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed-Methods 

Research Projects 

1.  Come up with keywords/ 

a search strategy for your 

topic. 
Try using quotation marks around phrases.  Think of 

synonyms to search. 

1.  Figure out who the 

experts are. 
I like to start a list of names and put checkmarks next 

to the names every time I see them “pop up” as I 

Google around.  Sometimes, I’ve even stumbled upon a 

list someone else has already created of “Experts on 

Writing” or “Experts on Lemons.”  Eureka! 
2.  Conduct preliminary 

research. 
Ask yourself who the experts on that topic would be.  

Start with Google Books, Proquest, EBSCOHost, and 

interviews with experts.   

2.  Figure out what the 

experts are talking about. 
Experts don’t have conversations in hallways and via 

text message, they have conversations via scholarly 

articles and journals!  Yikes?  In order to “listen in” on 

their conversations, you have to read articles. 

3.  Adjust thesis/topic if 

needed. 
Is there enough information available related to your 

topic?  Is there a topic you “ran into” that is more 

interesting/current? 

3.  Become an expert 

yourself. 
Become an article collector.  Read your articles and 

mark them up.  Highlight names of experts, key facts, 

key terms, and important data.  The key terms are 

important because they will lead you to more search 

terms for your future articles. 

4.  Find an article or 

two.  Print and mark up or 

copy/paste and mark up. 
This is where you find your data for your CDE 

paragraphs.   

4.  Form your own opinions 

and make a 

hypothesis/adjust your 

hypothesis. 
As you’re marking up your text, you should be finding 

the “big ideas” all the experts are talking about.  Do 

you agree or disagree?  How do these “big ideas” fit in 

with your hypothesis?  
5.  Add data to CDE 

paragraphs.  Be sure to 

credit author of article. 
This is where you use tags like “According to Sally 

Struthers, . . . “ 

5.  Re-read and take 

notes. 
Good researchers read their articles at least TWICE!  

The second time you read, you’re looking for facts and 

details related to the big ideas you discovered during 

the first read.  I like to create notecards at this point. 



6.  Add citation 

information to “Works 

Cited” page.  Use MLA 

formatting. 
See Son of Citation Maker or the Purdue Online 

Writing Center for guidelines.  MLA is similar, but not 

exactly the same as APA. 

6.  Think about the 

future. 
Now that you’re an expert and you’ve “rubbed 

shoulders” with the other experts, you can form an 

opinion about the future of your topic. 

 7.  Be sure you cite 

sources in-text and add 

citation information to 

“Resources” page.  Use APA 

formatting. 

 


