
August 30, 2012 
 
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
 Reading books in our zone of proximal development (not too hard and 
not too easy) is one of the best things we can do to develop our reading and 
writing skills.  In our technologically interwoven world, these skills are vital for 
both simple communication and greater success!  We’re getting ready to start a 
new technological reader’s workshop that I’ll pair with our more traditional 
classroom workshop. 

1. Instead of writing book reports on paper, we’ll write reviews and 
publish them on Shelfari.com. 

2. Instead of just connecting with the 30ish students in the room, we’ll 
be able to connect with all of my students. 

3. Instead of publishing solely on walls of my classroom, students can 
publish in a truly authentic way—the same way that New York Times 
book critics publish reviews—online. 

 
What is Shelfari? 
 
 Please get online and check it out!  Shelfari, now owned by Amazon, is 
an online forum for people who love books.  On Shelfari, students can browse 
books, they can build digital bookshelves:  books I’ve read, books I want to 
read, books I’m reading.  They can read and write reviews, tag books with 
individual tags, and connect with others who like the same type of books they 
do. 
 
Requirements to Participate 
  
 Participating students will have a profile (bookshelf and friends list) on 
Shelfari.com.  Students will join my private classroom group, HolcombRela, 
where we will spend our Shelfari days.  Each student must create a pseudonym 
or pen name.  This is just an extra precaution to keep identities private.  
Students will need an email address to sign up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What if my child doesn’t participate? 
 
 Your child will keep a paper “bookshelf” and will complete paper 
reviews.  All the pieces will be similar to the online project; it just won’t be 
quite as authentic or interactive. 
 
Please take some time to set up an account for yourself and browse around and 
decide what you think!  :)  I think this is going to be a valuable tool to increase 
the relevance of reading in our classroom this year. 
 
Please return permission slips by Wednesday, September 5, 2012. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Aubrey Chaffin 
8th Grade Language Arts and Advanced-TAG Language Arts 
 

 
I give my child, _________________, permission to participate in Shelfari, an 
online book forum.  
____________________________________ ___________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 
I would prefer my child, _________________, not participate in Shelfari, an 
online book forum.  
____________________________________ ___________________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
 
 


