
2013 Middle School Writing Portfolio Project 

Goal and Role:  Many professionals create portfolios as a way of showcasing their best work.  

Artists, dentists, architects, performers, auto-body technicians, teachers, designers, doctors, and real-

estate agents who are leaders in their fields are just a few groups who usually maintain a professional 

collection of their accomplishments.  Over the course of the last three years of your life, you have 

developed as a learner and a writer.  Congratulations!  You’re almost finished with middle school!  In 

celebration of your accomplishment, you are invited to take some time and reflect on your journey as a 

professional student and develop your own portfolio. 

Situation, Audience, and Product: You will create a finished paper-based portfolio that 

will be viewed by your classmates, your teacher, and at least one other adult of your choice.  You will 

have several required elements and several elements that will be optional.  See the menu below: 

Required Pieces Upgrade Options 

(Pick any two) 

 One persuasive writing or project 

 Reflection on Argumentation 
 Digital Option: Most portfolios are created using a 

blog site or a site like livebinders.com.  If you decide to 

make your portfolio digital, make sure you have a parent 

permission slip, and be sure to bring paper copies of 

screen shots to class on our presentation day. 

 One informational/expository/ 

research-based writing or project  

 Reflection on Exposition 

 Variety Option: Some students have other interests 

or talents that would display well in a portfolio.  If you 

are a visual artist, experimenter, inventor, musician, 

strategist, cook, or other expert, integrate at least four 

“variety” pieces into your writing portfolio. 

 One narrative writing or project 

 Reflection on Narration 
 Forward Focus Option:  Many times, the first 

opportunity a student has to make his or her portfolio 

“work” is during the college application process.  Today, 

most universities complete applications online.  

Universities across the nation accept a common form 

you can find at commonapp.org.  The SAT writing 

portion requires a short (80-words or fewer) essay.  Find 

a sample SAT writing prompt, and include your short 

essay with your Common Application. 

 One literary analysis writing 

 Reflection on Literary Analysis 
 Introspection Option:  Most websites, novels, or 

portfolios include a “biography” section and an “about” 

section.  Write a biography and a resume, and include 

them. 

 Two or more poems (must include 

subjunctive mood poem) 
 Self-Created Option: If you have your own idea or 

adaptation of one of mine, suggest it!   

 Six personal-choice 

writings/assignments from 6
th
, 7

th
, 

or 8
th
 grade with reflections 

 Backward-Focus Option: Part of the value of a 

portfolio is the way it reflects you as a person.  With 

parent permission, include scans or photographs of at 

least four childhood/elementary school writing pieces. 

 Title Page, Table of Contents, and 

Feedback Page 
 Yearbook Option:  Gather and include at least 

twenty photos from middle school.  Add full-sentence 

captions, and place them throughout your portfolio. 



Portfolio Checklist:  Put a checkmark next to each item after you insert it into your portfolio.  

When all items are checked, you’re finished! 

□ Title Page 

□ Table of Contents 

□ Persuasive Writing/Project 

□ Persuasive Reflection 

□ Informational/Expository/Research-Based Project 

□ Informational Reflection 

□ Narrative Writing or Project 

□ Narrative Reflection 

□ Literary Response 

□ Literary Response Reflection 

□ Subjunctive Mood Poem 

□ Personal Choice Poem 

□ Poetry Reflection 

□ Six Personal Choice Writings 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

□ Personal Choice Reflection 

□ Upgrade/Option One: ____________________________ 

□ Upgrade One Reflection 

□ Upgrade/Option Two: ____________________________ 

□ Upgrade Two Reflection 

□ Two pieces with rough drafts included (RTL must be one) 

□ Feedback Page 

Writing Reflections : 

The purpose of writing a reflection is help you process and record what you’ve learned.  Each 

reflection must be from three paragraphs to a full page.  Use the following questions to guide 

you.  You may answer one or many of these questions in your reflection. 

 What did I learn as a result of completing this writing piece? 

 How did/has my writing style change/d? 

 What process/steps did I use to complete this assignment? 

 What did/n’t I like about completing this assignment? 

 Why did I pick this piece to include?  What about my style or skills does it show off? 

 How is this assignment different from others that I’ve completed? 

 How does this piece show/prove that I’m ready to move on to the next “stage” or grade as 

a writer?  How does it show I’ve mastered the standards? 

 What does this piece highlight about my values/what’s important to me right now? 

 What was difficult about completing this assignment?  How did I overcome the obstacle? 

What was simple? 

 If you had this assignment to complete over, what would I change?  Why? 



 Standards and Rubric: 

ELACC8W10: I can write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences.  I am a writer! 

Portfolio Element Standard Points Possible 
Title Page—Include MLA pieces (Name, 

Instructor, Class, Date, and Title).  Remember: 

Your title should be creative!   

 0        4         8        10 

Table of Contents—Word can create 

these automatically.  Add page numbers to your 

header or put them in a footer.   

 0        4         8        10 

Persuasive Writing/Project—Is 

this piece your best work?  Does it include 

evidence?  

ELACC8W1: I can write arguments to support claims with clear 

reasons and relevant evidence. 
0        4         8        10 

Persuasive Reflection—Does this 

tell your reader something about your process?  

Is it ≥ 3 paragraphs? 

ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Informational Writing/Project ELACC8W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

0        4         8        10 

Informational Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Narrative Writing/Project ELACC8W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 

descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

0        4         8        10 

Narrative Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Literary Response Essay ELACC8W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
0        4         8        10 

Literary Response Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Subjunctive Mood Poem ELACC8RL10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end 
of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently 

0        4         8        10 

Personal Choice Poem  0        4         8        10 

Poetry Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Six Personal Choice Writings ELACC8W10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

0       24       48       60 

Personal Choice Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Upgrade One Pieces   0        4         8        10 

Upgrade One Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 0        4         8        10 



adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

Upgrade Two Pieces  0        4         8        10 

Upgrade Two Reflection ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, I can develop and strengthen writing . . . by focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

Two Rough Drafts Included ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 

on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  

0        4         8        10 

Feedback Page and Self-Eval 

Rubric Included 

ELACC8W5: With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

0        4         8        10 

   

 195=75%      220=85%     247=95% _____/260 Points  

 

 


